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SENSITIVE

By Cenrtified Mail - Retirn Receipt Requested

January 22, 2009

Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E Streer, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20463

Dear Sir/Madam:

Re:  Allegan County Democratic Committee, (Committec ID: )
and Benjamin Clark, Treasurer

MUR (7 /72—

Enclosed for filing please find the original and three (3) copies of the Complaint in the
above-referenced marrer.

If you have any questions, please contact me.

Sincerely,

FOSTER, SWIFT, COLLINS & SMITH, P.C.

Eric Doster ) . .
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S20 SkymoiR AVENUE @ LANSING, MICHIGAN 48933 A
1-877-GOP-2006 {467-2006) » Wwww.migop.org & Fr 3.

BEFORE THE ELECTION COMMISSIO

In the maiter of:

Allegan County Democratic Committee

(CommitteeID: _ )

and Benjamin Clark, Treasurer MUR Q[ 2 Z‘

Cooney for Congress Committee
(Commiittee ID: C00452011)
and Robert Snyder, Treasurer

COMPLAINT

NOW COMES Jeff Timmer of 520 Seymour Avenue, Lansing, Michigan 48933, and
hereby files this Complaint pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 437g(a)(1) and 11 C.F.R. § 111.4 against the
Allegan County Democralic Comnmiltee, Benjamin Clark, Treasurer (hereinafter referred to as
the “Committec™), Cooney for Congress Committee, Robert Snyder, Treasurer (hereinafter
referred to as "Cooney"), and states the following:

1. The Committee is responsible for the day-to-day operation of the Democratie
Party for the County of Allegan, State of Michigan and is a local party organization pursuant to
11 C.E.R. § 100.14(b).

2, Cooncy is the principal eampaign committee for Don Cooney, who was a
cendidate for the United States House of Representatives for the 6" District of the State of
Michigan,

3 According to 11 C.FR. § 100.5(c), a local party organization becomes a political
committee wlien, during a calendar year, it “spends more than $1,000 in contributions gnd other

cxpenditures,” Page 1 of Campaign Guide for Political Party Committess (August 2007)
published by the Federat Election Commission.

4, The Committee is registered as a county political party committee pursuant to the
Michigan Campaign Finance Act. As & county political party committee, the Committee files
periodic campaign finance reports with the Michigan Department of State. See Exhibit 1
attached hereto for the Committee’s address and telephone number, and the Committee
Treasurer's address and telephone number.

5. Each campaign finance report filed by the Committee contains the following
verification:

Paid for by Michigan Repﬁbli&m Party with regulated funds.
l Not authorizcd by any candidate or candidate’s committee.
, 520 Seymour Avenue, Lansing, MI 48933 « www.migop.org

MICHIGAN REPUBLICANS s s
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.....

“I certify that all rcasonable diligenec was used in the preparation of this
stalcment and attachcd schedules (if any) and to the best of my knowledge and
belief the contents are true, aecurate and complcte.”

6. As indicated by the Committee’s own verified campaign finance statements filed
with the Michigan Department of State, the Committee made the following direct contributions
in connection with federal elections during calendar year 2008:

Exhibit No. Date Candidate Amount
2 October 1, 2008 Cooney for Congress $1,000.00
3 October 20, 2008 Cooney for Congress $1,000.00
, TOTAL $2,000.00

7. Accordingly, during calendar year 2008, the Committee spent more than $1,000
in contributions and other expenditures in connection with federal elections.

8. As indicated on page 1 of the Campaign Guide for Politieal Party Committees
(August 2007), published by the Federal Election Commission, the Committee had ten (10) days
(or by October 30, 2008) to file with the Federal Election Commission FEC Form 1 and register
as a political committee. See 11 C.F.R. § 100.5(c) and 11 C.F.R. § 102.1(d).

9. Upon information and belief, to date, the Committee has failed to register with the
Federal Election Commission as a political committee.

10.  According to the 2008 Post-General Report filed by Cooncy, Cooney failed to
report the $1,000 contribution received from the Committee on or about October 20, 2008, in
violation of Caoney's responsibility to file accurate reports pursuant to, among other provisions,
11 CF.R. § 104.14(d). See Exhibit 4 aitached hereto.

UEST FOR IEF

Based on the foregoing, the undersigned respectfully requests that the Federal Election
Commission investigate this violation and determine that thc Committee and Cooney have
violated the Federal Blection Campaign Act and the regulations of the Federal Blection
Commission, as referenced above,

Further, the undersigned respectfully requests that the Federal Election Commission
conduct a thorough review of the Committee’s records, and the records of Cooney for Congress,
in order to determine whether the contributions made to Cooney for Congress were derived from
permissible sources pursuant to the Federal Election Campaign Act.

Further, the undersigned respectfully requests that the Federal Election Commission
conduet a thorough review of the Committee's records and tbe rccords of Cooney for Congress,
in order to discover further violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act and the regulations
of the Federal Election Commission.
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Further, the undersigned respectfully requests the Federal Election Commission to assess
all appropriate penalties for said violation(s) in accordance with 2 U.S.C. 437g(a)(5A), or any
other enforcement provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act.

The above statements are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge, information and
belief.

Respcctfully submitted,

e
Jdncuuangq( WX ﬂ [/,ﬁ/v
Dated: December 3008
Jeff Tim:r(er v

3004
Subscribed and sworn before me thise_li* day of Eeeemb%&

‘ \
: , Notary Publ 11ch

Ingham County, Michigan

Acting in [ngham County, Michi
My commission expires: =)

&
§
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Michigan Committee Statement of Organization Page 1 of 3
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Committee Statement of Organization

The Documents Sent & Received Listing for this commitiee is at the bottom of this screen.

Lump to the documenis on file

munittee JD#: 1176
of Filing: iginal
Full Name Of Committee: GAN COUNTY DEMOCRATIC COMMI
Committee 3 County Pol. Party
te Committec Was Formed:
Committee Phone Number: 9) 673-5585 _
mmittee Mail Addcess 327 HUBBARD ST
» AN, MI 49010
Committee Street Address: 27 HUBBARD ST
ALLEGAN, M1 49010
-
Treasurer Name: BENJAMIN F CLARK
Mailing Address: 1096 34TH ST
ALLEGAN, MI 49010
Phone: (269) 673-6068
Designated Recordkeeper Name:||MELODIE S DOBBINS
laddress: 3961 112TH AVE
ALLEGAN, M1 49010
one: (269) 673-8027
Reporting Watver waiver on 1072672004
mes and Addresseg of de ries or intended depositories of committee funds
fficlal Depository NATIONAL CITY BANK
855 MARSHALYL ST
AN, M1 49010 Lt
Depository l
Documents On File:

Click on & Document to access data and images for this committes. N/A = Not apj lmble to this Document
| Statement
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2008 PREGENERALCS®) — {jo/iora008 l’o‘::}
— 072212008 - [Not —— [oosma | |
[zoos POST-FRIMARY. CS(¢) 08/25/2008 _ i|Availeble [09/04/2008 304267 |

|

http://miboecfi.nictusa.com/cgi-bin/cfr/com_det.cgi?com_id=1176 12/10/2008
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Burenuy of Eleclions

&mmn&z:omwdorpmn ink and signed by

306923
FOROFFICIAL USE OMLY

3. Tnis Slalement covars From; %_ To Wlw
MO aar (]

1. Commitae 1.D. Number
001178-7

2. Commifiee Nama
Allegan County Democratic Party

4. Commities's Malling Address
327 Hubbard Street

Aliegan M 49010
Aroa Codé aixi Phone ___(289] 673-5668

# tha addrazs in this box I diflarens from the com: agdreas on he Snemen
Omrl:luu’u’ml '.I%wu‘lzﬂ on o

May be sent Io this addmes by the

8. Treasurers Nama and Address {Residential or Business)
Ben Clark
10896 34th St

Allsgan M| 49010
Area Code and Phone {269) 673-8088

Oriver License # {Optionay)

Catherine Brockinglon

Saugatuck M! ¢8453

70.[3 PRE-ELECTION
OR
™. POST-ELECTION

Pre-Eleciion ar Post-Eleclion Simtement ralaes 10:

] rAmaARY &l aeNERaL
O scrooL O specia
[ convention O caucus
Daw of Elecfion:
11/04/2008
Day Year

6. Designated Record Keeper's Name and Malling Address (If the committies has a Designaiad Record Keeper)

7e.[] ANNUAL STATEMENT
{ ———ee CavTaQ0 Yor)

7d[[] AMENDMENT TO CAMPAIGN
STATEMENT

(Complete llem 7a, 7b, 7¢ or 7@ to indicete
which Statamant ls being amendad)

Area Code and Phone Driver Lkense & {Oplonal)
7. TYPE OF STATEMENT:

7e.[] DISSOLUTION OF COMMITTEE
Etteciive Date ol Dissoltion

Mergh Day Yew

m"ﬂ%'ﬁﬂf%w'm

mmmmmwm
0 ndiie 3B,

lew thal doos hot Inn Wakver must
lﬁn-

St
PLT

4, 5, or6 has

R R

10. Yeriicalion: | o»
#he beat ot my

& Gotinates ecord Keeper Bon Clark

1 all ressonable digence was usad in the preparalion of this sistoment and allached scheduies and to
Mﬁlmm?bmm.mmameomh any)

Date

Type or Print Name

Signenure

1242000
Monlh Day Year

CFA RV 711988ppoov

Authorky gramad undor P.A. 368 of 1976
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A% MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Name: Richmond Creative

Name ol Candidate

e, ;
‘f;?j; Bureay o] Elections 306923
T 1. Commitige 1.D. Number _ 9011767
2. Commitice Name .. Allegan County Dernpcrafic Party
8. Nama and address of parson or vendor (o whom 5. Candidate or Baliot Proposal Iniormalion 7. Amount | 8. Cumulalive
the expendiiure was made for Elgclion or
Election Cycle
Expondiiwre# 7
5. 08/18/2008 3r2.27
Name: Linda Reynolds Name of Candidate
N St ht & Nisirict # ]
mh t Olficw Soug s o Jurisdiction
Allegan M| 48010 Counly
4 Pupose: BumperStickers
8a Bailot Proposal
e oo B3 check box 1 expandiure ia payment of Debi
or Chiigation reporied on previous statement
Bxpendiwed 8
5. 09/22/2) 120.00

Address; Office Gought & District # of Jurisdiclion
409 Monroe St
Allagan M| 49010 —Coumy
4. Purpose: _Ad Design
— Balol Proposal
ea Code: I [J Check box ¥ expendtiure I payment of Dett

or Cbligalion reportad on previovs slatement

Expencfirey 9
5. Don_Cooney wouzooaﬂ 1000.00 1000.00

Name: Cooney For Congress Name of Cendidate

Cograesional %
Addrass: Office Sought & ]
PO Box 2484 « -

Kalamnzeo .
Kalemazoo MI 49001 County
4. Purpose: Donatlon r

‘Ballol Propasel
Expendlure Coder DI 01 chwckbox K axpendiure is paymant of Dot
ot Obligalion reported on previous sitement
Sublboial his page
Grand Towe! of ak Scheadules S8 1492.27
{Complete on 1ast page of Gehudule)

PLEASE REFER TO INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIST OF EXPENDITURE CODES
PagedS Aulhorlty gramed under P.A. 338 of 1976 CFR Rev711999rp%0
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MICHKGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Bureau of Elections

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY —y

309454

Report must be legible, d of printed in Ink and gignad b
mvn"s‘:'mcrdem‘tyo%. leper moay

3. This Staemeni covers From: wgg_%go_gav_ To #%_
C3 (3

3. Gommitiee 1.0, Number 4. Commitiee's Malling Address

0011767 327 Hubbard Street
Allsgan Mi 43010
2. Commitieo Name fvem Codo and Phone

Allegan County Damocralic Perty Hthe address In 11 box s dtferent rom
Otgenizaiion, mal

Ilwllnulmnmhuth- e lng

m#l:'ﬂrmnnlhlsmm

5. Treasurer's Name and Adcrass (Residential or Business)
Ben Clark
1098 34th St

Allegan M| 48010

Area Cods and Phone  (260) 673-6068 Driver Licanse ¢ {Optional)

e.%:gmnammmmmwmumus(HMmmmhsanmmmKoeporj
1098 3th St

7e.[0) PRE-ELECTION 7e.] ANNUAL STATEMENT

OR ( Coversge Year)
7b.[d POST-ELECTION

Allegan M! 43010
Ares Code and Phone  (269) 673-6060 Driver License # (Oplionel)
N s —
7. TYPE OF STATEMENT:

70.[] DISSOLUTION OF COMMITTEE
Eftaciive Date ef Dissofvtion

Month Day  Yeer

the bast of my are frue, accuraia

S e e cord Keopar Ban Clark /

Pra-Elaction or Post-Elction Stalemen! relaies 1o: 76] AMENDMENT TO CAMPAIGN By checking thia tiem, | certy that the
0 erawae B oven o | B SR
SCHOOL a7 or7ew )
B e D e weh Swomen s borgamenced) | ESREIR/UPEAZ g s
Dals of Election:
—11/0472008
Oay Year r
Walver must s sl adamersa. The m
m&% s.orsnu&" ‘w'ﬁ' E ruﬁm' dm Wuhmh %ﬂl amndnlli
ml‘a
10. Vermcation: |

thal all rantongbie di nsumnhcmmummm-mmmm ] snd o
mdalﬂhw\mm and compleia. o)

Dat 1

Typaor o Print Name Signatre

——12/03/2000
Month Day Yew

CFRRev 718%ppcov Authortly graniad under P.A. 386 of 1878
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Bureau of Elections

-y

{. Committeo (D, Number ,_001176-7

309454

2. Commitee Name __Alegan County Democralic Parly

Expenciture Code: 0l

[ chect: bax It oxpendiiure |3 paymant of Dett
or Obligation raporied on previous sistement

3. Namae and nddress of person or vendor lo whom §. Candidate or Baliot Proposal Inlormalion 6. Dale 7. Amount | & Cumuialive
the expendiiure wee made for Election ar
Flaction Cycle
Expenditwre & 1
s. Don 10/20/20 1000.00 100C€.00
Name: Cooney For Congress Name of Candidate
Longressional 8
m“ﬂ Office Sought & District # or Juslscictici
Kalemazoo M1 48001 Halamazao Gounly
4. Purpose:
Bako! Proposal

PLEASE REFER TO INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIST OF EXPENDITURE CODES

PageM3__

Authority granted under P.A. 388 of 1976

CFR Rev7/999pp36

Expendiure # 2
s 10/21/2007 994 .21
Name: Postmaster Namg of Candidale
Adcrens: Office Boughl & District # or Juriaiclion
300 Trowbvidge St
Allsgan M 49010 Tounty I
4. Purpose:
—  CakiPropos@
Expendiwre Codo: o BMA___ O check box b expanditire Is payment of Dabt
or Obligalion reporied on previous staterment
Expendiwre # 3
5. . 10/21/200 68.16
Neme; South Haven Trbune Name of Candidale
Adcress: Saught & Districl
Adcrwss: Offics Saught & Districl # or Jurfsdic’lon -
South Haven M 48080 Cou
4. Purpose: Ad " g
ox Bakol Proposol
Expendiire Code: O Check bax I expandire is payment of Dett
or Cbigalion reporied on previous siaternent
Sublotal s page
Grand Totl of el Schedules 33 2062.37
{Compigie on last page of Schedule)
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12/04/2008 12 : 44

image# 28993380800
FEC REPORT OF RECEIPTS
FORM 3 AND DISBURSEMENTS
For An Authorized Committee
| Oftice Uisa Only
1. NAMEOF USE FEC MAILING LABEL xample.
COMMITTEE (in ) OR TYPE OR PRINT W %..h.’.’..;":' . e I J
Cooney tor Congress Commiltee
LJ__]_‘__L_L__[_L_]_!JJ_I TN B N B B A N N O LIJ__(_L_I_J_J__J_L_L.I_I_L._I_I_x_J_j_I
IJ‘IIlJllJlgL!llllll_J(JlllJLllIlllllllliJLll(LJl
Aeonmmmm:m IP'lo'lBtlxﬁJ_j [ 2K S U T OO N W A S TS T GG U K AN UV (N (N N N N N | 11_1|
EL“":"‘.“ |l|llJIlllllllllLLJ_llll_l_lllllllIlJ_|
reporiad. lbawer, ) v g L"ﬂ_l L]__l:ﬂJL_{__]_L_]
2. FECIDENTIRCATIONNUMBER VW YA STATEA ZIPCODE A
I STATE W DISTRICT
{ [coosse011 1 3 BTHS NEw [] A{AA,IENDED
M 1%
4. TYPE OF REPORT (Choose Ona)
() 12-Day PRE-Eiection Report for he:
{a) Querterly Alaports:
D Primary (12P) u Generd (128) D Runolf (12R)

Aprl 15 Quartory Report (O1)
July 15 Quarterly Rgpont (Q2)
Oetnber 15 Cuarterty Report {Q3)

o o e

Jonuary 31 Year-End Repon {YE)

u Terminaion Repont (TER)

U Convention {12C) |'_'| Speoin {125)

Elsclion on

-

L]

inthe | i
Stae of

() 30Day POST-Eleviion Repont for the:

0 cemipo [ Aworeor

seimn [11] (04 [2000]

O specwms)

inthe
Staw of

5. Cawering Pericd mmr—m theough mmr—m

| cerfify that | have examinad this Report and to the besl of my knowledge wrxd balle! it is true, conrect and compiete.

Typa or Prin! Neme of Treasurer ROBERT EUGENE SNYDER

Signature of Tromswer  Elecuonically Fllad by

ROBERT EUGENE SNYDER

e [2] [E] o]

NQTE : Submigsion of false, orronecus, o incomplete informetion may subject the person signing this Ranort to the panaitias of 2 UU.S.C 437g.

Oflfice
Use

FESANOIS

FEC FORM 3
(Rovised 02/2003)
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imupad 28093360516

FOR LINE NUMBER: | PAGE 17
SCHEDULE A (FECForm 3 ) '?nguuw, ok oty o) LPAGE 17/28 |
ITEMIZED RECEIPTS Pobee ,sllmm'mw,m J:Lta H e B e Bﬂd -
14 15)
nformation copled from Reports and Statemnenis ot bg sokd or used person for the of saliciing contributions
Mrmm“lmmmmmmmﬁmb&w;m . %0 sofiol 'm wnghcumim
NAME OF COMMITTEE (in Ful))
Cocnay tor Congress Commitiee

Full Name (Last, First, Miggls inktia))

AMERIGA'S LEADERBHIP PAC Date of Recaipt
Maling Address 607 14TH ST. NW . ,
STE %00 G0 Dozl [C2nos |
Cy Sute Zip Code Transaction 0: SA11B.5620
WASHINGTON _ OC 20006 Ao of Each Aokl Vi Peod
e ki comrie. Jc| cooazsses L .'°,°°;°°l
Namoe of Empioyer Occupslon
DUI‘NIM“”UU.DO“MIIJ
Racewt For: Bm Election Cycieo-Dats ¥ Spending (2 Li.S.C. 441a)441e-1)
PMII, General ™7 | aie RN pnun Mms ammes' huses S |
Other (specily} @ o, 41090'90|_
Full Name (Last, Firgl, Miicle initia))
CONYERS FOR CONGRESS Dale of Receipt

Malling Address 1031 N. Edgewood SL.

o Cad' Clesoz]

Cily Stze Zp Code Transactton 1D: SA118.5805
Ardington YA 2201 Amart of Eoch Feceipt i Period
o i e [C] consomper BEC:I)
Name of Ermployer QOceaupation
ummwgmuc:m-n
Receiek For: Electon Cyoo-oDats ¥ Spending {2 LLS.C. a41afiy441a-1)
Primary BG’“ AU BENEL Bl amast Ante mem e |

Ottwr (specly) @ ey, 0000

Full Name (Last, Frst, Middie Inltie)

C. KALAMAZOO COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY

Oute of Reaceipt .

Maling Address 3254 WESTNEDGE

2 - ']

Chy Stale 7ip Code TransactionD: SA118.5610
KALAMAZQO Mo 49501 Amount of Each Receipt this Pariad
mew¢ m v T Py L) T L] 1 L - L4 T T T )
faaca pokics commiese. ] cooessem ey, 7000
Name of Employer Occupaton
Limit Increased Due 10 Opponents

Recel For: 2008 Elecion Cycle-o-Dele ¥ [ Spmaing @US.C. 441aihieata:

Mm Bem ™1 " 115 h'

mhm' 4 I} . a2 2 '] r] TIm" L
SUBTOTAL of Receipts This Page (opfional) > L. . gi'fmo_,_l
YOTAL This Pariod (lest page this ine number only) - | | - ‘

FEBANOD

FEOSchedule A{ Form3 )  (Revised 02/2009)
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image# 20993380817

SCHEDULE A (FECForm 3 ) [ e separaie schedutete FOR LINE FUBER [PAGE 10728
ITEMIZED RECEIPTS Dt S oage H a E b E e B 110
12 132 134 14 15
nhndmmﬁadfmsudlmu-usu«m“mbeuuuuudhy person ko the of soliciting
commercial purposes, other than using the name and address of any poliico! mdu Iromsmnm
NAME OF COMMI'TTEE (In Full}
Coaney for Cangress Committes

Full Nama (Last, First, Middte inidal) [

A.  KALAMAZOO COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY Dme of Recaipt
Wiaing Address 3254 WESTNEDGE ] ' Ty
ks |
Ciy State 2p Gode Transection ID: SA11B.5816
KALAMAZOOD M 49001 mmawwmw
FEG ID number of contritaiing Y Il T
foderal paliical committee. [c °°°‘5539. i ot s f‘1°°4°°
Nama of Employer Ocgupation
Regeipt For 2008 Electon Cydle toDuls ¥ O S oS8 dedpare
Plh', Eam T Ty
Other {epacity) ., B0
Full Nams (Last, First, Miccle laltial)
B.  KALAMAZOO COUNTY DEMORATIC PARTY Date of Racaipt
Mg JestwESTAEDGE [0l [zo)' 208 |
) B
City Glale Zip Code Transaction ID: SA118.6054
KALAMAZOO M 49001 Amcurt of Each Recelpl 4 Period
FEC ID number of cantribuling M A T v
fedoral pliicnl commices |C] coossseet L Moo
Nama of Employer Occupation
DLMIlncnu'adDue 's
Recuipt For: 2008 Eleclion Cycle-o-Dals ¥ Spending (2 L1.8.C. 441a(i/441a-1)
Pl'h'ﬂ]' Bw ™ L SR R SN gy T
Other (specity) & e, N300
Fyll Neme (Last, Pirst, Middla Inltial)
C. UAW -V - CAP |[UAW VOLUNTARY COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM) Date of Receipl -
Maling Address 8000 EAST JEFFERSON EE];:
) Y
Chy State Zip Code Transsetion 1D: 8A11B.6677
DETROIT -M 45214 ArmmtdEmthdptH:PIU
FEC ID number of conkriditing vt B ¥ v
fudarat prilfical commilves. C OODDOZM . 4 44 s 4 2360.00
Nama of Empioyer Occupation oue
Limit incressed Dua 10 Opponents
Feceit For- 2008 Heckon Cyole w Date ¥ D Spanding (2 U.6.C. s41a(ly4d1a-1)
Pﬂm BGM T 'zs'mbol
Other (spovify) w NPy s
SUBTOTAL of Recsipls This Page {optonal) > l o, 380000 I
TOTAL This Pariod (st paga this ne number only) » l 10300.00 I

PMEBANG1S FECSchacing A{ Form3 ) (Rewised 0272003)



